
The 6+1 Traits of Writing 

1. Ideas/Content 

Brainstorm your 

ideas for writing 

(topic and content) 

using free writing, 

webbing, or other 

graphic organizers.  

Ideas and content 

should be presented 

clearly and fully 

developed from 

supporting sources. 

2.  Organization 

Writing should be 

organized logically 

and be easy to follow. 

3.  Word Choice 

Precise and 

effective word choice 

adds clarity to 

writing. 

4.  Sentence Fluency 

Sentences should be 

varied and effective 

in sound and in 

purpose. When read 

aloud, a paper should 

sound fluent and 

even rhythmic. Short, 

stilted sentences 

impair readability. 

5. Voice 

This is the 

personality and 

conviction of the 

writer showing 

through the words. 

6. Conventions 

Spelling, mechanics, 

usage, agreement are 

all conventions of 

writing. Too many 

errors in 

conventions impair 

readability. 

+1 Presentation 

This is how the paper 

looks. Is it typed 

according to a format? 

Does it have a title page? 

Presentation affects 

readability. 


